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What is the class blog? 
• Each student is required to write a blog 
entry, the purpose of which is to effectively 
communicate a peer-reviewed scientific 
journal article involving a topic of 
environmental change to a general, news-
reading audience. 
 
Why a class blog? 
• To practice reading, understanding, and 
communicating academic literature 
• To develop new writing skills.  Science 
communication writing requires attention to 
detail and creativity 
• Because science communication is as 
important as the science itself 
• To learn about new and relevant research 
related to students own interests and those 
of their peers 
 
Student ownership of learning 
Students were in charge of 
• Brainstorming: What criteria make for an 
effective blog article on a recent scientific 
research article? 
• Producing blog articles on a consistent 
schedule (2-3 articles per week) 
• Editing each other’s work 
Clear relevance 
Gr. 12 level 
Simple language 
Concise writing 
Related images 
Simple stats/ charts 
Definitions 
White space 
Cite sources 
Captivating title 
Helpful in-text links 
Helpful links 
Attention grabbing “hook” 
What characteristics would a great 
science blog article have? 
Audience? 
Style? 
Accuracy? 
Used to 
develop the 
marking 
rubric 
Blog article by 
Marisa Luff 
Blog article by 
Hannah Prince 
Who read our blog? 
642 views From 13 
countries 
Thank you 
http://environmentalchangewestern.wordpress.com/ 
Beth Hundey 
ehundey@uwo.ca 
Have a peek at the class blog at:  
